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Ellen Treanor, Cal State Fullerton’s chief communications officer, said the plan to continue virtual instruction offers each campus flexibility for its procedures. 


Chancellor says majority 
of classes will be virtual 
for all 23 campuses. 


ANTHONY ROBLEDO 


JORDAN MENDOZA 
Editors 


Just three weeks into the 
fall semester, the California 


State University system an- 
nounced a plan to contin- 
ue with virtual instruction 
through the spring for a ma- 
jority of classes throughout 
the 23 campuses. 

“In retrospect, making 
this consequential decision 
approximately three and 
one-half months before the 


start of the new academic 
year provided valuable time 
for thousands of faculty and 
staff to participate in profes- 
sional development,” said 
CSU Chancellor Timothy 
White in the statement. 
White said that while the 
fall semester has just be- 
gun, academic plans for the 


term that begins in January 
2021 must soon be finalized. 
Campuses will begin to pub- 
lish course offerings for the 
new year and will have to 
make the appropriate ad- 
justments to meet student 
demands. 

Another reason White 
gave is that the Western 


Association of Schools and 
Colleges, the body that over- 
sees the university accred- 
itation process in the West- 
ern region of the United 
States, will seek authoriza- 
tion for virtual courses at 
the end of December. 
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Masks add difficulty 


for hearing-impaired 


COVID-19 procedures 
bring extra hurdles for 
the deaf community. 


TIFFANY MALONEY-RAMES 
Staff Writer 


Tammy Merwin, a Cal 
State Fullerton alumna, 
arrived for her appoint- 
ment at the doctor’s med- 
ical office, but nobody 
warned her about the ob- 
stacles she would encoun- 
ter before even entering the 
building. 

Two masked women wait- 
ed on the other side of a 
large stand, and Merwin 
said she couldn’t figure out 
what was going on. She saw 
a list of names on a clip- 
board and questionnaires 
on a stand with no signs. 
She used sign language to 
say, “I’m deaf and I read 
lips and I have an appoint- 
ment.” The two women ex- 
changed looks of panic be- 
fore one of them retrieved 
a piece of paper and began 
writing. 

“All this stuff they got 
going,” Merwin said, “and 
they don’t even have a piece 
of paper.” 

Merwin had bacterial 
spinal meningitis when she 
was two and a half years 
old, which caused the pro- 
tective layers around her 


brain and spine to swell due 
to an infection and resulted 
in hearing loss. She said her 
mother raised her to speak 
and read lips. She attended 
mainstream school and did 
not learn sign language un- 
til she was 12 years old. 
“She was trying to 
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prepare me to function in 
the hearing world,” Merwin 
said. “She always told me 
the hearing world is not go- 
ing to bow down and cater 
to you. You have to figure 
out a way to function.” 
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TAMARA MERWIN 


Tamara Merwin’s mother bought her this mask to tell other people 


she is hearing-impaired. 


Athletes adapt 
to COVID-19 


offseason 


The coronavirus pandemic has forced CSUF 
players to find ways to stay in shape on their own. 


JOSHUA BYFIELD 
Staff Writer 


Since the cancellation 
of spring sports on March 
13, Cal State Fullerton 
athletes have learned to 
adapt to the difficult cir- 
cumstances caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
The disappointment from 
a lost season still lingers, 
but preparing for a future 
season is now the objec- 
tive for Titan athletes. 

The pandemic pre- 
maturely ended the ca- 
reer-best season for of se- 
nior right-handed pitcher 
Tanner Bibee, who had 
four or more starts was 
No. 12 in the Big West 
with an ERA of 2.74 and 
No. 4 in the conference 
with 10. strikeouts per 
nine innings. 

“T just think it’s just an 
opportunity. Everything 
happens for a reason. Ob- 
viously, I was super sad 
about it and everyone was 
sad about it for a long 
time. I can’t dwell on the 


past or else I’m going to 
ruin my future,” Bibee 
said. 

Despite his improved 
numbers, Bibee was not 
selected in the 2020 MLB 
draft, though the num- 
ber of rounds had been 
cut from 40 to a mere 
five rounds because of 


the pandemic, reduc- 
ing his opportunities 
dramatically. 


Now Bibee has moved 
on to prepare for his se- 
nior season and is using 
his time to work on his 
curveball and changeup 
pitches. 

“IT was working with 
some guys, one of our 
student managers Antho- 
ny [Antolin], and he was 
helping me tweak grips 
and finger pressures and 
lower half stuff. It’s been 
working pretty well so 
far,” Bibee said. 
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2 News 


Out of 30,000 students, 
300 were left without 
economic assistance. 


CRYSTAL HENRIQUEZ 
Staff Writer 


Nearly a month into the 
fall semester, some Cal 
State Fullerton students 
are struggling to pay for 
classes and textbooks as 
they wait on delayed fi- 
nancial aid checks from 
the university. 

The CSUF Office of Fi- 
nancial Aid typically tells 
students how much mon- 
ey they will receive for the 
semester as early as June. 
Some students depend on 
financial aid to not only 
cover their tuition but ex- 
penses like books, access 
codes and transportation. 

The new  Coronavi- 
rus Aid, Relief and Eco- 
nomic Security Act, or 
the CARES Act, granted 
$6 billion to colleges and 
universities in the United 
States for student financial 
aid, with over $20 million 
delivered to CSUF. 

If students did not yet 
have the Anticipated Aid 
hold on their account, they 
were encouraged to enroll 
in payment plans while 
their aid was reviewed. 
However, enrolling in the 
payment plan for some stu- 
dents was not feasible, and 
to protect themselves from 
disenrollment, it seemed 
to be the only option. 

“T had to borrow money 
in order to pay so that my 
classes weren’t in jeopar- 
dy of being dropped,” 
said Stephanie Gon- 
zales, a fourth year 
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Cal State Fullerton’s Office of Financial Aid have been conducting services remotely due to the pandemic. 


kinesiology major. 

Gonzales said she was 
glad she could stay en- 
rolled in her classes, but 
other students were unable 
to pay the out-of-pocket 
fees right away. 

Dulce Aguilera, a fourth 
year public health major, 
said she did not have the 
money to enroll in a pay- 
ment plan or to pay the 
outstanding charges all at 
once. 

“During the second 
deadline, I was. disen- 
rolled. I emailed (the Of- 
fice of Financial Aid) sev- 
eral times telling them it’s 
my last semester and how 
I’m waiting on my finan- 
cial aid,” Aguilera said. “I 
was stressed because it de- 
layed my graduation. The 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 - THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 


Delays in financial aid hinder students 
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office emailed back telling 
me I was disenrolled be- 
cause I missed the dead- 
line so it was basically on 
me.” 

Flooded with over 700 
phone calls everyday, the 
office’s staff is maintain- 
ing constant communica- 
tion with students through 
social media and their of- 
ficial website. 

Weekly updates are 
made to the office’s FAQ 
web page, which answers 
any general questions stu- 
dents may have. 

“Our student services 
increased about 53%,” said 
Jessica Barco, the office’s 
director, on an Instagram 
livestream at the start of 
the semester. 

Barco — said 


that the 
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office has been working 
hard to get students their 
awards aS soon as possi- 
ble, while still offering 
student services through 
Zoom counseling appoint- 
ments, phone calls and 
emails. 

“There are staff that are 
working | to 3 hours of 
overtime every single day 
to meet all of the needs 
of our very large student 
body,” Barco said. 

With the growing in- 
flux of calls and emails 
received daily, it is like- 
ly the office will not get 
to answer students right 
away. 

Email responses are cur- 
rently estimated to take 
about one week, but it 
may vary according to the 


department’s FAQ. 

“T emailed many times 
and it took weeks before I 
got a response,’ Aguilera 
said. “It’s very difficult.” 

Barco said that the staff 
wants students to know 
that they are doing their 
best to ensure students are 
protected. 

As of Aug. 21, only 300 
students were left to be 
processed out of 30,000, 
Barco said. 

Gonzales said that she 
was a part of that remain- 
ing number and has since 
received her aid. 

“All I had to do at that 
point was just wait,” Gon- 
zales said. 

University representa- 
tives were unable to be 
reached for comment. 
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Courses: Plan 
could change if 
crisis improves 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 

In order to comply, cam- 
puses will need to com- 
mit to their January aca- 
demic plans by the end of 
October. 

“The chancellor’s office 
was taking a leadership 
and saying we need to plan 
especially for our accred- 
itation because we can’t 
risk having students take 
classes that don’t actually 
lead to their degree,” said 
Ellen Treanor, chief com- 
munications officer at Cal 
State Fullerton. 

White said this deci- 
sion allows faculty, staff 
and students to prepare 
in advance for the virtual 
semester. 

White also highlight- 
ed that the CSU has a 
greater understanding 
of COVID-19 than they 
did back in May. Despite 
cases and _ hospitaliza- 
tions stabilizing recently 
throughout California, the 
CSUs remain concerned 
about the numbers and the 
lack of a widely available 
vaccine existing anytime 
soon. 


Treanor said that 
White’s plan _ provides 
variability as to how 


each campus can imple- 
ment the plan depending 


on how cases are doing at 
the campus and its coun- 
ty, given a drastic rise in 
positive cases at campuses 
like San Diego State and 
Chico State. 

On Tuesday, Orange 
County moved into the 
substantial spread tier of 
the state’s four-stage blue- 
print system for coronavi- 
rus cases in each county, 
while Los Angeles County 
is in the widespread tier 
of positive cases. If things 
continue to improve, Tre- 
anor said that CSUF could 
potentially offer classes 
of up to 200 people and 
have labs operating at 
near or full capacity. 

She said that even 
though the administration 
wants students and facul- 
ty to come back to cam- 
pus, this gives more time 
to plan out the winter and 
spring semesters, as the 
fall semester wraps up its 
first month. 

“IT don’t think it’s re- 
ally what the students 
want. And I really don’t 
think it’s what the faculty 
want,” Treanor said. “But 
it’s, I mean, we’re stuck 
with this across the coun- 
try, across the world.” 

Karina Gutierrez con- 
tributed to this article. 
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News 3 


Pandemic heightens lack of bus ridership 
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A rider prepares to enter an Orange County Transportation Authority bus on Route 26, a common way that students get to Cal State Fullerton. 


Orange County 
Transportation Authority 
runs 60% of services. 


ZARA FLORES 
Asst. Editor 


With COVID-19 contin- 
ually taking a toll on Cal 
State Fullerton faculty, 
staff and students, there 


has been a _ subsequent 
toll on Orange County 
Transit Authority, also 


known as the OCTA, rid- 
ership now that the vast 
majority of students are 
not on campus and will 
not be for the remainder 
of the 2020-21 academic 
year. 

The Voice of OC re- 
ported in April that the 
transit authority laid off 
approximately 300 pri- 
vately contracted bus 
drivers following reports 
of a drastic decline in 
ridership and cutbacks in 
service. 

In June, OCTA had a 
growth in demand, which 
restored some of the ser- 
vices that were previous- 
ly cut. Megan Abba, a 
communications special- 
ist for OCTA, said in an 
email to the Daily Titan 
that the transit author- 
ity iS now running ap- 
proximately 60% of its 
pre-pandemic services. 

However, OCTA 
has been experienc- 
ing a decline in rider- 
ship for years, which 


has only been exacerbat- 
ed amid the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

OCTA buses averaged 
125,000 passengers per 
day prior to the pandem- 
ic, which shrunk to ap- 
proximately 33,000 rid- 
ers per day in March and 
April, and 64,000 per day 
so far this month. 

Route 57, which runs 
on State College Boule- 
vard alongside CSUF, re- 
corded over 9,400 pas- 
sengers on March 11, the 
day before professors and 
students began the tran- 
sition to virtual instruc- 
tion. On Sept. 9, the same 
bus reported only 5,100 
passengers. 

As OCTA faces 
er and revenue  loss- 
es, students are taking 
advantage of the mon- 
ey that they are saving 
from the lack of school 
commutes. 

Now that classes are 
predominantly online, 
Rigoberto Ceja, a_sec- 
ond-year transfer stu- 
dent majoring in English, 
said he is saving time 
and money just by stay- 
ing at home. He said he 
rode two buses four times 
a week to get to campus, 
and purchased a one-hour 
pass each day, spending 
approximately $10 a week 
or $40 a month. 

Along with the mon- 
ey he spent, Ceja said it 
took him nearly an hour 
to get from his home in 
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Anaheim to campus, de- 
pending on traffic and 
the wait time between bus 
transfers. 

CSUF — students also 
have the advantage of the 
U-Pass, a bus pass offered 
by the university’s Parking 
and Transportation Services 
in partnership with OCTA, 
which allows students a re- 
duced fare on unlimited 
rides on the routes 24, 26, 
57 and 153, which extend 
from cities such as Newport 
Beach, Yorba Linda, Ana- 
heim and Buena Park. The 
U-Pass is $100 for the se- 
mester, while a regular 
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Every cent counts 
now and that $20 
every month goes to 
groceries or rent. 


J LIM 
CSUF Student 


30-day pass is $69. 

J Lim, a junior liber- 
al studies major, used the 
U-Pass to get to campus 
twice a week. According 
to Lim, the pass is ap- 
proximately $20 a month 
and the commute took 
over an hour. 


With these circumstanc- 
es, students are missing 
out on learning in a class- 
room and seeing friends, 
but some have said they 
are grateful for saving time 
from commuting. 

“Every cent counts now 
and that $20 every month 
goes to groceries or rent,” 
Lim said. 

For the time being, ser- 
vices such as the U-Pass 
and the OC Access, which 
is a paratransit service 
for individuals with phys- 
ical or cognitive limita- 
tions, have not been af- 
fected by the pandemic. 
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Gaming community struggles to stay connected 


Scheduling conflicts have 
hindered CSUF esports 
teams from meeting. 


HUGO RIOS 
Asst. Editor 


While esports exist in 
the virtual realm, the coro- 
navirus pandemic has not 
stopped negatively affect- 
ing the performance of Cal 


State Fullerton’s esports 
teams. 
Although it might not 


seem that transitioning to 
a fully online format would 
affect esports too much, 
staff and players alike have 
felt the consequences of 
trying to adjust to a new 
normal. 

Jenny Lau, the team 
manager for CSUF Valo- 
rant, said scheduling con- 
flicts are the biggest con- 
cerns that teams face at the 
moment. 

“Honestly, scheduling is 
the hardest part,” Lau said. 
“T just got one of my play- 
ers telling me today that 
he is going to add another 
class at 7 a.m. on Wednes- 
day. So, now I’m going to 
have to change the practice 
day.” 

She said that schedul- 
ing seven players to at least 
three practices a week can 
be difficult considering 
that all the players are stu- 
dents and that the pandem- 
ic has added extra stress. 


Lauren Finney, a play- 
er for the Overwatch team, 
said that the concern of 
availability has to do with 
the fact that school life is 
different now. 

“A lot of professors don’t 
realize how much work 
they are giving out. They 
probably feel like they 
don’t give enough, so they 
give out a lot more to com- 
pensate,” Finney said. 

Although Lau and Finney 
are a part of two different 
esports teams, their con- 
cerns are echoed in terms 
of added stress from school. 
Adjusting to the new nor- 
mal has created inconsis- 
tency with students’ sched- 
ules, making availability 
for esports difficult. 

The teams are dealing 
with unprecedented  cir- 
cumstances, and many 
members have said that it 
has led them to feel some- 
what lost going forward. 

Ryan Deering, a member 
of the Valorant team, said 
that there have been inter- 
nal struggles throughout all 
of the teams with not many 
of them knowing what to 
do under current circum- 
stances. However, he said 
he sees a silver lining in 
the situation. 

“It’s made work life basi- 
cally nonexistent,’ Deering 
said. “I’ve had an abnormal 
amount of free time, where 
I can’t do anything else. In 
that way, it has been cool 


because I have had a lot of 
chances to just try out the 
game and progress.” 

Regardless of the ex- 
tra time to practice togeth- 
er, Lau said they are opti- 
mistic about the upcoming 
events. 

“It’s working out OK,” 
Lau said. “I would assume 
the pandemic is not af- 
fecting us to a full extent, 
compared to, like, a soccer 
team.” 

Lau said that although 
scheduling conflicts are 
an issue that are surfac- 
ing more often, esports are 
played online, and that it 
should not be hard to adjust 
to those circumstances. 

However, some _ players 
and staff have said that 
their shared positive out- 


look doesn’t take away 
from their hardships. 
Finney mentions _ that 


transitioning online takes 
away from the social aspect 
of esports. 

“You kind of miss mak- 
ing relationships with oth- 
er players on the team and 
the other people who are 
also interested in the same 
game,” Finney said. 

The lack of sociabili- 
ty between the team mem- 
bers could possibly affect 


morale, but players like 
Deering do not necessarily 
agree. 

“lve played on teams 


and have not met any of 
the players in real life,” 
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The CSUF Overwatch team at Outplayed at the Titan Student Union. 


Deering said. 

Deering adds that since 
he is familiar with play- 
ing in that environment, it 
should not affect the team 
too negatively. 

He and Finney said they 
believe that transitioning to 
a completely online format 
should not be much of an 
obstacle, but often becomes 
messy, Deering said. 


Although esports at CSUF 
now have to deal with 
unprecedented challeng- 
es, adapting to what is in 
front of them is part of 
being a collegiate gam- 
er. Instead of adapting 
to new game mechanics 
or play styles, the teams 
will have to think outside 
the box in adjusting to 
their new reality. 


It’s not all just fun and games 


The hardships for an esports 
player often conflicts with a 
student's responsibilities. 


HUGO RIOS 
Asst. Editor 


The sacrifice that comes with 
being a collegiate athlete is often 
daunting, and for Kevin Guan, 
a 20-year-old Overwatch play- 
er, hardships are what led him to 
this realization. 

Entering college, Guan was 
unaware of the opportunities 
that were available to him until 
he attended Discoverfest, a two- 
day event every semester, that 
showcases all the clubs on cam- 
pus that students can join. He 
noticed that Cal State Fullerton 
had a Gaming and Esports table, 
and that soon changed how he 
viewed his college experience. 

After attending his first meet- 
ing with the club, he overheard a 


few people talking about starting 
an Overwatch team on campus, 
which he became fully commit- 
ted to instantly. 

“T just wanted to play this 
game,’ Guan said. “They men- 
tioned a collegiate Esports team 
they were trying to build and I 
was like, ‘I want in. I don’t care 
about how much time I had to 
put in, I just want in’”’ 

Although his passion showed 
early on, he quickly realized 
how much effort was needed to 
perform at a high level. Playing 
video games at a collegiate level 
was not going to be simply fun 
and casual. 

“Tt’s not as easy as just coming 
on to play a couple games, it’s a 
whole mindset,’ Guan said. 

After a year from joining the 
newly formed Overwatch team, 
the life of a collegiate gamer 
started to catch up to him. 

During his second year at 


CSUF the stress that came from 
juggling school work, along with 
clubs and esports, was begin- 
ning to overwhelm Guan and 
negatively impact his life as a 
student. 

“I learned school comes 
first in a very hard way,” 
Guan said. “I failed maybe 
three classes in a semester.” 

The amount of extracurricular 
activities he was involved in led 
him to feel burned out. However, 
the struggle of balancing his life 
led Guan to discover the impor- 
tance of prioritizing what mat- 
ters most: being a student first. 

Realizing that time manage- 
ment is vital for his success as 
a student, he began to make 
changes in his life that would ul- 
timately benefit his future. 

Unfortunately for Guan, at- 
tempting to figure out how 
to manage his time is not the 
only struggle he faces being a 
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collegiate athlete. He is also fac- 
ing issues with his role on the 
team. Guan plays the role of 
main tank on the CSUF Over- 
watch team, meaning his job is 
to absorb damage as his team 
goes for objectives. However, in 
the past couple of months, 
Overwatch has had updates 
in its core gameplay, alter- 
ing the state of the game. 
This has affected Guan due 
to tanks now being less via- 
ble than previously played. 
This has led to the team be- 
ing in somewhat disarray, forc- 
ing Guan and the rest of the team 
to adapt to the current state of the 
game, also known as the meta. 
The change in meta causes 
teams to reflect on themselves, 
and ultimately allows new play 
styles to be developed for teams 
as a whole. Overwatch has had 
meta shifts in the past, and al- 
though tanks have been fairly 


rs 


Kevin Guan (left) and Kevin Delgado (right) discussing during warmups at Outplayed at the Titan Student Union. 


consistent, Guan has had to adapt 
to a different approach to un- 
derstanding his new role on the 
team. “The only constant thing 
is change, because you can’t re- 
ally do anything about it. The 
developers just say ‘Oh, thats 
gone!’ and you can only adapt to 
their new changes,’ Guan said. 

The COVID-19 pandemic 
added another stress to Guan’s 
life, as he was forced to move 
from living in a dorm on cam- 
pus to moving back home with 
his family in Lake Forest. This 
has led to issues with his perfor- 
mance, for not only has this hin- 
dered his gaming ability, but also 
his day-to-day life. 

“My internet is very wobbly. 
Even just today, at my 8:30 a.m. 
class, I disconnected from my 
zoom about five times and I had 
to restart modem,’ Guan said. 

As the year continues, Guan 
wants to play and improve as 
much as he can, barring that his 
internet allows him to do so. 

Guan’s drive and persever- 
ance is a representation of his 
life as a collegiate gamer. For 
him, no matter what hard- 
ships he has to face, he finds a 
way to modify and overcome 
his current situation. 

In terms of what the future 
in esports holds for Guan, he 
said he has not put too much 
thought into the idea. He 
would hope to one day be- 
come a manager for an esports 
team, but as of right now, he is 
focusing on getting his degree 
in electrical engineering. 

Guan’s struggles throughout 
his college career are similar to 
that of any CSUF athlete. At- 
tempting to balance life with ex- 
tracurriculars while still staying 
on track to graduate is a difficult 
task, but maintaining focus and 
having passion for what you do 
is what leads to success for stu- 
dents like Guan. 
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Workout: Preparing for a future season 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 

Sophomore outfielder 
Megan “Cheese” Delgadil- 
lo led the softball team in 
hits, triples and was also 
selected No. 3 in the con- 
ference with a .408 average 
and No. | in 16 stolen bas- 
es. Though months have 
passed, her lost freshman 
campaign still stings. 

“Tt left me  heartbro- 
ken. I’m still not over it. 
I’m just hoping we can 
get back out there soon 
and hopefully we can play 
again and be that team that 
we were last year,” Delga- 
dillo said. 

Delgadillo moved to Ful- 
lerton this past week and 


has been working with 
teammates to prepare for 
the 2021 season. 

“ve been getting to- 
gether with a couple of my 
teammates and we'll go hit 
once or twice a week. I’ve 
been running on my own 
and I ride bikes around. 
I’m going to. start lift- 
ing soon to get back into 
it because everything was 
closed,” Delgadillo said. 

Coming off a back in- 
jury Delgadillo sustained 
during the season, she 
said that staying healthy 
has been important in her 


training. 
On the other end of the 
field, senior midfielder 


Hayley Brown was sup- 
posed to play her season 
beginning this month, but 
on July 29, the Big West 
Conference announced 
that all fall sports, includ- 
ing women’s soccer, are to 
be postponed until after 
the calendar year. There is 
still optimism for a spring 
season, which Brown is 
preparing for by emphasiz- 
ing normalcy. 

“JT don’t want to fall 
out of that routine, espe- 
cially when we do begin 
to go back to practice. I 
want to make sure that my 
body clock is set and that 
I’m still motivated and I 
still have that routine and 


schedule,” Brown said. 

Brown is living with her 
family in Northern Cali- 
fornia, far away from most 
of her teammates. Still 
determined and _ dedicat- 
ed to her sports, she has 
found ways to train on her 
own, utilizing whatever re- 
sources possible while far 
away from the practice 
facilities. 

“ve tried to main- 
tain getting some kind of 
weights in three times a 
week. The weights I have 
are nowhere near what we 
have in the weight room, 
it’s just dumbbells. I run 
five to six times a week to 
make sure I’m keeping fit, 


and I try to get some kind 
of touches in every single 
day, even if it’s just inside 
my house against my fire- 
place,” Brown said. “My 
high school has goals so 
I'll get to do some shoot- 
ing every once in a while if 
the campus is open, so that 
has been really helpful.” 
With other conferences 
such as the Atlantic Coast 
Conference beginning 
play Sept. 10, the likeli- 
hood of a senior season 
for Brown looks promis- 
ing, but until there is of- 
ficial word, all Titan ath- 
letes will have to wait and 
see what the future holds 
for their athletic seasons. 
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Haley Brown chases down a ball for Cal State Fullerton in their matchup against USC on Nov. 16, 2019 at Soni McAlister Field. 
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6 Lifestyle 


The carnival finds a new 
way to bring festivities 
during the pandemic. 


CRYSTAL HENRIQUEZ 
Staff Writer 


The world had high hopes 
for the summer of 2020 at 
the start of this year. Plans 
of concerts, beach trips, 
movie dates and visits to the 
fair were all on our minds. 
That is, of course, until 
COVID-19 emerged and 


suddenly put a halt to all 


social aspects of life. Events 
were immediately canceled 
or postponed, most until 
2021, which left many peo- 
ple feeling hopeless. 

One of the biggest annu- 
al events of the summer in 
Southern California is the 
Orange County Fair, which 
brought nearly 1.4 million 
visitors to the city of Cos- 
ta Mesa in 2019. However, 
in a unanimous vote back 
in late April, the OC Fair 
board of directors decided 
that the fair would be can- 
celed for the summer. This 
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OC Fair food drives through the heart 


cancellation, although nec- 
essary, was still upsetting as 
it has been a staple event for 
nearly 130 years. 

The board immediately 
began to brainstorm ways 
that the fair could entertain 
the community while still 
adhering to permitting re- 
quirements. The OC Fair of- 
fered drive-in concerts fea- 
turing bands such as The 
Fab Four, a Beatles tribute 


band, whose tickets sold 
out. 
Terry Moore, commu- 


nications director for the 


. 


The festival offers various food choices to ignite excitement in their guests. 


OC Fair and Events Cen- 
ter, said that food was a nat- 
ural choice for their new 
drive-thru event this sea- 
son, since each year surveys 
show that fairgoers find food 
to be the No.1 attraction 
above music, art and rides. 
The bizarre food options of- 
fered are what bring guests 
in from all over the world. 
Foods such as buffalo chick- 
en chimichangas, waffle piz- 
zas, and even the famous 
Krispy Kreme Triple Decker 
Cheeseburger. 

Although the OC Fair of- 
fers a plethora of food op- 
tions, some vendors may be 
hard to get a hold of during 
these times. The new OC 
Fair food drive-thru offered 
only a handful of vendors 
for its first weekend, serving 
Hawaiian food bowls, cook- 
ies, corn dogs, ice cream 
and even the highly repu- 
table turkey leg. It’s evi- 
dent that people were miss- 
ing these fair foods, as cars 
waited in line for multiple 
hours just to place orders. 

As it is the first drive-th- 
ru event ever orchestrated 
by the OC Fair, Moore un- 
derstands that there’s room 
for improvement for the fol- 
lowing weekends in order to 
make it easier on both the 
customers and the vendors. 


“We are currently work- 
ing through some _logis- 
tics,’ Moore said. “Vendors 
are also looking for ways 
to serve more quickly and 
we anticipate some menu 
changes.” 

More vendors were add- 
ed to the second weekend’s 
menu such as Juicy’s Corn, 
Fried A Fair and Juicy’s 
Funnel Cakes. The OC Fair 
is listening to what their 
fans want through social 
media, and is working dil- 
igently to arrange their fa- 
vorite vendors to join the 
event. 

Many guests were patient 
and thankful to all work- 
ers dedicated to providing 
a safe yet enjoyable experi- 
ence. The OC Fair aims to 
continue to hold events like 
these to bring some leisure 
to the community. Future 
events planned include the 
Urban Legends Drive-Th- 
ru Haunt, which will offer 
guests a spooky, immersive 
experience through shows 
and effects all from the safe- 
ty of their own car. 

The fair’s drive-thru runs 
through Sept. 27 on Fri- 
days, Saturdays, and Sun- 
days. To find hours, ven- 
dors and more details visit 
https://ocfair.com/oc-fair/ 
fair-food-drive-thru/. 


Sign: Face barriers hinder communication 
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This rings especial- 
ly true during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 


Living in a technologically ad- 
vanced time has meant signifi- 
cant strides in communication 
for the deaf community. Tele- 
communications Relay Services 
allow deaf and hard-of-hearing 
people to communicate via tele- 
phone. Phone companies usually 
provide the service and are com- 
pensated by state or federal funds. 
Smart phones, Zoom and Face- 
Time also help facilitate commu- 
nication. Yet, when forced to nav- 
igate the world with masks, deaf 
and hard-of-hearing people face 


communication difficulties. 

“The communication barrier is 
a huge, huge impact,” said Jet Hur- 
ley, professor of sign language at 
Cal State Los Angeles and living 
skills teacher at Dayle McIntosh 
Center, an organization providing 
services to disabled people in Or- 
ange County. 

Hurley is hard of hearing and 
faces barriers similar to Merwin. 
Hurley was interviewed using 
Telecommunications Relay Ser 
vices with another person inter- 
preting his signs through video. 
While at a routine doctor visit, 
Hurley communicated through an 
interpreter. The interpreter wore 
a face mask and a face shield. 


However, according to current 
state guidance, masks and face 
coverings can be removed “if a 
hearing-impaired person needs to 
read your lips.” 

“1 could understand;’ Hurley 
said, “but when I could not see the 
facial expressions, I couldn’t tell if 
the interpreter was amused or if 
they fully understood.” 

Just as people hear using into- 
nation and body language, peo- 
ple who are deaf use facial ex- 
pressions to determine the tone 
of a voice. Joey Contreras, the re- 
gional director of Orange County 
Deaf Equal Access Foundation, 
in Cypress, lost his hearing at six 
months old due to pneumococcal 


meningitis. Contreras can speak, 
but not too clearly, but like Mer- 
win, he depends on lip reading to 
communicate. Masks impede his 
speech and make lip reading im- 
possible. “I do have my share of 
misunderstanding, but with the 
mask it has happened at a higher 
rate,’ Contreras said in an email. 
There is no one-size-fits-all 
method for easing the communi- 
cation difficulties brought on by 
masks for people who are deaf 
and hard of hearing. The change 
has caused Merwin to lose some 
of her independence and has 
made her fearful, Merwin said. 
Hurley said that there are so 
many different categories of deaf, 


which makes it difficult to pin- 
point how society can help people 
who are deaf and hard of hearing 
navigate the pandemic. 

Instead of masks, Contreras 
suggests people use face shields 
when communicating and “always 
ask how a deaf or hard of hearing 
[person] would like to communi- 
cate, it’s not always the same,” he 
wrote. 

Merwin said that people 
should write things down by 
either using their cell phones, 
a piece of paper or a white 
board. 

“Tt’s such a simple thing, but 
nobody seems to think about it,” 
Merwin said. 


Acclaimed actor is remembered 


Chadwick Boseman’s 
passing brings sadness 
to his supporters. 


CAMERON BLUNT 
Staff Writer 


A few weeks ago, actor 
Chadwick Boseman died of 
colon cancer at the age of 
43. 

Boseman had been _bat- 
tling his illness privately 
since 2016, but his diagno- 
sis was unknown to the gen- 
eral public until his death. 
In the wake of his passing, 
fans are mourning Boseman, 
who broke ground as the first 
Black superhero in film and 
other iconic Black figures in 
American history. 

Amber Lambert, a recent 
Cal State Fullerton gradu- 
ate and former Black Student 
Union president, said she was 
at her boyfriend’s house when 
she heard the news of Bose- 
man’s death. 

“I just remember feeling 
an overwhelming sense of 
just sadness that I haven’t felt 
since finding out Kobe died,” 
Lambert said. 

Lambert recalled watching 
“42” with the Black Student 


Union and being impressed 
by Boseman’s performance 
as Jackie Robinson, the first 
Black baseball player to in- 
tegrate into Major League 
Baseball. 

At first, it surprised Lam- 
bert to see how many movies 
Boseman completed in such 
a short period and to see him 
work with established people 
in the industry like Vivica A. 
Fox and Spike Lee, she said. 

But upon his death, the rap- 
id creative output made more 
sense. 

“Why did he do so much? 
He did a lifetime’s worth of 
roles in 12 years, and once he 
died, I was like OK, this had 
to happen,” Lambert said. 

Zion Pham, a CSUF stu- 
dent and co-founder of the re- 
cently formed CSUF Theatre 
Artists Union for Student Eq- 
uity and Diversity was espe- 
cially impacted by Boseman’s 
death as an actor himself with 
a background in theatre. 

“Tt really felt like... this 
safety net under me was tak- 
en away because he’s always 
been sort of someone that I’ve 
looked up to,” Pham said. 

Neither Pham nor Lam- 
bert anticipated how popular 


Boseman would become 
when they first started follow- 
ing his career. 

“Really, once I saw him on 
the screen, like I knew that he 
was going to make an impact, 
no matter how big or how 
small, because like it felt real- 
ly powerful to me at the very 
least,” Pham said. 

Since Boseman’s death, 
there has been some debate 
about whether Marvel should 
replace the actor playing 
Black Panther for the planned 
upcoming sequel, considering 
how his turn at the role was 
so impactful. 

“T truly feel like the only 
way to stay true to the com- 
ic, but also honor him would 
be to have his little sister be 
the Black Panther,’ Lambert 
said. 

Other Marvel characters 
have had at least three movies 
of their own, so it is conceiv- 
able that the Black Panther 
series could move forward in 
this manner, Lambert said. 

There have been reports 
that this may be the route the 
studio chooses. 

“Any reboots,  any- 
thing outside of that, in 
my opinion is just poor 


taste,” Lambert said. 

Pham echoed this senti- 
ment, comparing Boseman’s 
legacy in that role to Hugh 
Jackman’s longtime role as 
Wolverine, another Marvel 
character. 

“IT feel Chadwick is of the 
same magnitude; he was 
Black Panther. And I feel that 
not for at least another 20-30 
years, could someone play 
that role again, or could it be 
rebooted with another actor,” 
Pham said. 

Though it was his first 


by fans 


role as the central charac- 
ter, “Black Panther” was 
not the first Marvel movie 
that Chadwick Boseman has 
been in. He also played the 
role in “Avengers: Infinity 
War,” “Avengers: Endgame” 
and “Captain America: Civil 
War.” 

In honor of Chadwick 
Boseman, Marvel will ded- 
icate the new film to him at 
the end. There will be a me- 
morial service in Hollywood 
for him and a statue of him 
built in his hometown. 
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H O RO S C O P E WRITTEN by Stephany Gehrig 


LEISURE 


UP TO DATE 


RI Have patience and don’t be 
too harsh on others. 
ES Remember that other people 


ee io) have feelings too. 


Leisure 7 


IB The economy stinks, bees are 

dying and movies are pretty 
much sequels now. Do some- 
thing about it, make your 
mark in the world. 


(Sep 23- 
Oct. 22) 


9/15: National Linguine Day 
9/17: Virtual Internship & Career Fair 
9/18: National First Love Day Love everyone, trust a few COR Sunshine or rain, remove that 
Gus Dapperton’s “Orca” Release AU and be kind to others. Kind- =) (@ Get rid of toxic people. 
Knuckle Puck’s “20/20” Release ness is the language of all. 
(Apr. 20- (Oct. 23- 
2 21 
9/19: National Talk Like a Pirate Day oa eed 


WEEKLY PLAYLIST 


80s 


Favorties 


& alberta afl 


e Open 


80s Favorites 


We promise we won't 
Rickroll you... Actually, 
we might. All of CSUF 
Student's 80’s favorites 
in one playlist. Get 
ready to have your 
peace signs and tusks 
up! 


DAILY QTITAN 


e 


Follow @thedailytitan on 
Instagram to contribute to 


@ search Scan upcoming playlists. 


Where’s Tuffy is now online! Follow @thedailytitan 
on Instagram to take part in the elephantastic 


scavenger hunt! 


f © Vin 


Follow us @thedailytitan 
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Trevor Kabateraine 


Trevor Kabateraine is 
currently in his fourth 
year at California State 
Univeristy, Fullerton, 


and is studying 

Communications with a concentration in 

Public Relations. He is a member of Alpha 
Phi Omega and works at the Titan Shops. 


You should participate in 
group activities today. How- 
ever, keep an eye out for 
people with bad intentions. 


Gin, 


Mes oy 
Jun. 2 


AN Everything is not what it 
seems. Keep an eye out. 
CER 


(Jun. 21- 
Jul. 22) 


Running around so much will 
keep you busy. Make sure 
you stop to take a breath, 
and enjoy the view. 


| £0 


(Jul. 23- 
Aug. 22) 


Shake it up! Add some 
Vik variety to your life and try 
G @ new things. 
(Aug. 23- 
Sep. 22) 


Shoot your shot. The fire 


De sin you is dying to get 


(Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21) 


Adventure is your friend, 


aR today. Go on a hike, 


explore nature and do 
(Dec. 22- hina t 
Jan. 19) something fun. 


Remember the bad times. 


QUA You'll be more grateful 
RI US for the good times. 
(Jan. 20- 
Feb. 18) 


IS Yearning makes the heart 


grow fonder. Never take 
C ES things for granted and show 
(Feb. 19 - 


our appreciation. 
Mar. 2 - - 


The Starbucks Refresher Hoarder 


The Beyond Burger coming to Carl’s Jr. has been a 
win for many of those who seek out vegan options in 
their meals. However, the cost of the Beyond Famous 


Star sandwich that it comes in ends up being more 


Trevor is very passionate about music 

and spends his free time making music, 
practicing drumming, and attending 
concerts. He is hard-working, charismatic, 
and very friendly. While Trevor is wise 
beyond his years, he also has the polished 
humor of a jester. Being friends with Trevor 
is truly the best of both worlds. 


than that of a regular hamburger... so unfair, right? 
Well we have a solution for that! 


Order the Big Hamburger (it is the cheapest burger at Carl's Jr. and is in small 
print on the menu.) Ask to substitute a Beyond Meat patty into it. 


Although this does add to the cost of the Big Hamburger, the total price is still 
lower than the Beyond Burger options that are offered on the menu. 


Want to nominate for Titan 
of the Week or submit art 


"y ora poem? 
= 


Scan the QR code or 
Visit https://forms.gle/ 
Co1f93M7TFdGJeMn6 


Want to share your Fast Food/Restaurant hacks? 


Scan the QR code or Visit 
https://forms.gle/6tK4q34EU9gmre5p8& 


[=] 


EPIGRAMS sy: ALEX BOSSERMAN 


—- 


still respect themselves now work on them. 
— 


for despising oneself acknowielaan faults 
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Parties reveal the harm in placing gender 


Blue and pink fireworks 
may damage more 
than property. 


MADELINE GRAY 
Editor 


The cake is cut, the blue or 
pink smoke bombs are released 
into the air, confetti-filled bal- 
loons are popped and _ the 
mountains are aflame. These 
are just some of the various ac- 
tivities that take place at gender 
reveal celebrations held numer- 
ous times each year. 

Since gender reveals were 
first documented in 2008, they 
have gained popularity across 
the globe. Typically, blue or 
pink decorations signal that 
the happy couple is expecting a 
boy or a girl. However, as each 
gender reveal party goes 
by, couples tend to 
up the ante 
with a new 
showstop- 
ping, tacky 
and albeit 
dangerous 
idea to an- 
nounce the 
sex of their 
baby. 

Not only 
are these 
parties a 
physical dan- 
ger to the sur- 
roundings and 
guests in atten- 
dance, but it may 
also cause mental harm to the 


babies as they grow up with the 
expectations of gender confor- 
mity placed by these old-fash- 
ioned displays. 

On Sept. 5, a gender reveal 
party in Yucaipa, near the San 
Bernardino mountains area, led 
to a wildfire that burned more 
than 14,000 acres so far. Evac- 
uations led tens of thousands of 
residents to flee their homes for 
safety, while over 8,000 struc- 
tures have been threatened by 
the raging fire. 

Although this seems like a 
highly unusual accident, this 
isn’t the first time gender re- 
veals have caused damage. Last 
November, a gender 

reveal stunt 


in- 
volved 
a crop-duster 
plane led to a crash 
which caused minor inju- 
ries. Last year, a car burst into 


flames in Australia after a gen- 
der reveal involving blue smoke 
went horribly wrong. 
Dangerous displays of gender 
reveals have to stop, not only to 


re) prevent future ac- 


stop the ex- 
pectations 
that are put 
on children 
to conform 
to genders 

for which 


.) cidents, but to 


they may 
not identify. 
Placing so much 
importance on 
gender also sets par- 
ents up for disappoint- 
ment and may foster an un- 
healthy relationship with their 
child. 

Over-the-top, desperately at- 
tention-seeking gender reveals 
can be seen plastered all over 
social media. From celebrities 
to your next-door neighbors, 
gender reveal parties seem to 
have an inherent competitive 
nature for who can create the 
most eye-catching surprise. In 
addition, they prolong the an- 
tiquated views associated with 
the concept of gender binary. 

Jenna Karvunidis, the moth- 
er who hosted the first gender 
reveal party back in 2008, has 
since expressed her frustration 
over the traction that they have 
gained in recent years. 


“Stop having these stupid 
parties,’ Karvunidis said in a 
recent Facebook post. “No one 
cares but you.” 

While gender reveals may 
seem strictly like fun and 
games to some, the gender 
norms it plays into as chil- 
dren reach adolescence aren’t 
as harmless as they seem. Re- 
search has shown that gender 
identity and roles may have 
a negative effect on a child’s 
development. 

In a study conducted by the 
Journal of Adolescent Health, 
researchers found a common 
belief in the hegemonic myth 
across different cultures. This 
myth perpetuates the belief 
that girls are inherent- 
ly vulnerable while 
boys are in- 
herently 


strong 
and in 
dependent. 
It also con- 
tributes to 
standards 
pertaining 

to wom- 
en’s sexuality 
and even more 
harmful lasting 
effects in some 
cultures such 
as child marriage 
and early pregnancy. 

Despite the joy depicted at 

REBECCA MENA / DAILY TITAN 


these celebrations, parents are 
setting up standards for how 
their child should act and think. 
For kids who won't identify 
with the concepts of masculin- 
ity or femininity, their parents 
are placing them in a gendered 
box before they’re born. 


That’s not the way to 
raise a child with love and 
acceptance. 


Many Twitter users have also 
chimed in to express their con- 
cern with this recent gender re- 
veal trend and the harmful as- 
pects they may play in society’s 
beliefs about gender roles. 

Despite the criticism, expect- 
ing parents can still host small 
parties; although they should 
scale back on the explosive par- 
ty tricks and gender-conform- 
ing announcements. 

It’s important to create a 
more accepting and safe cele- 
bration for everyone involved. 
Parents should celebrate 
their baby in ways that 
don’t harm anyone 
or their future 
child’s — ex- 
pectations 
for how 

they can 
express 
them - 
selves. 
They 
can _ still 
bake cakes 
or even buy 
balloons, but this 
time, forego the blue 
or pink decorations. 


Virtual instruction methods must 
accommodate the needs of CSUEF students 


Internet accessibility and 
tuition fees challenge 
academic success. 


NATHAN DAVIS 
Staff Writer 


The abrupt transition to vir- 
tual instruction last spring 
semester due to COVID-19 
caught many students off 
guard and unprepared to 
readjust to an online class 
dynamic. During this tran- 
sition, one of the many chal- 
lenges students have faced is 
balancing and understand- 
ing the new platforms that 
must be used to attend class 
or complete their work. 

Many students are stuck 
in the middle of this change, 
forced to use separate class- 
room platforms for differ- 
ent courses and met with a 
rocky transition. 

In its current state, virtu- 
al instruction will cause stu- 
dents to experience an ar- 
ray of challenges that make 
online learning unreliable, 


unfavorable and negatively 
impact their ability to pro- 
ficiently learn and perform. 
Professors and faculty need 
to give students struggling 
to adapt during this time 
the benefit of the doubt due 
to the numerous sacrifices 
and accommodations they 
have had to make as a re- 
sult of switching to online 
instruction. 

Cal State Fullerton’s de- 
cision to allow some pro- 
fessors not to migrate to 
Canvas this semester and in- 
stead continue using Titani- 
um only delays the switch to 
Canvas for all faculty. Even 
worse, the decision comes 
at the expense of forc- 
ing students to learn how 
to navigate both platforms 
simultaneously. 

Separating the platforms 
furthers the extent at which 
students must become ac- 
customed to online educa- 
tion, having to remember 
the functions of each button 
and link on both platforms. 
This may increase the risk 


of missing assignments on 
one service and ruins the 
fluidity of seeing all of the 
courses, with each individ- 
ual assignment and due date 
compiled. 

Migrating every professor 
to the Canvas system would 
allow students to help each 
other navigate the platform 
better, as everyone will be 
familiar with the system. It 
would also allow the IT de- 
partment to prioritize one 
service to support and make 
it possible to view each 
course’s current assignments 
and grades at once. 

Another difference be- 
tween online learning and 
in-person instruction can be 
seen in the new classroom 
standard: Zoom meetings. 
The video chat meetings al- 
most encourage students to 
disengage, choosing to turn 
off their cameras and speak 
only when called on by their 
professor. 

A routine like this can 
lead to students becoming 
unmotivated and unfulfilled, 
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especially for those who 
learn best in person or with 
peers. 

For students with multi- 
ple members of their fam- 
ily in school, staying con- 
nected can be a challenge on 
its own. Whether they share 
their internet connection 
with siblings or other fam- 
ily members working from 
home, students suffer as they 
are dragged through glitchy 
Zoom meetings and delayed 
loading times. 

While CSUF has some 
systems in place to provide 
students with their request- 
ed devices and internet ser- 
vice that includes lending 
out laptops and personal 
hotspots for long-term use 
on request, they come with 
conditions. 

CSUF’s device rental ser- 
vice is actively providing 
students with devices this 
semester, which requires 
each student to travel to 
campus every 30 days to re- 
check out the device in-per- 
son or face a $20 fee every 
day after the renewal date. 
It is unlikely that most stu- 
dents checking out these de- 
vices live close to campus, 
so the requirement to make 
the commute to campus and 
face the risk of in-person 
interactions is not one that 
many are willing to take. 

These students would be 
better able to provide these 
devices for themselves and 
afford sufficient internet ser- 
vices if their tuition was rea- 
sonably priced to reflect the 
current school experience. 
The prices of campus-based 
fees — health services, 
health facilities and campus 
union fees — should be low- 
ered to accomodate for their 


limited usage. 

The health services fee, 
which supports the Student 
Health Center, is $88.98, 
a raise from the previous 
spring and summer semes- 
ters health services fee of 
$86.81. The campus union 
fee, which funds the Ti- 
tan Student Center services 
such as the Student Recre- 
ation Center and Titan Stu- 
dent Union, this semester is 
$149.06, another raise from 
the previous spring semes- 
ter’s amount of $145.42. 

Fees alone over the course 
of a whole academic year 
add up to hundreds of dol- 
lars. The school’s decision 
to keep these fees and raise 
the amounts is a complete 
lack of consideration for stu- 
dents and their needs. 

These limitedly used ser- 
vices are priced higher for 
students during a time when 
they need assistance to read- 
just to the new online learn- 
ing dynamic. The decision 
to lessen these fees would 
leave students with more 
money to afford the services 
and electronics essential to 
their learning experience. 

As classes continue on- 
line, the processes and sys- 
tems of virtual learning 
must change to best fit the 
state of the current school 
dynamic and __ students’ 
needs. 

Given that the upcoming 
spring semester will con- 
tinue with primarily online 
instruction, students should 
start voicing their concerns, 
and the faculty and admin- 
istration should make an ef- 
fort to act accordingly to 
ensure a fulfilling and suc- 
cessful online experience 
next year. 
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